2012

SPONSORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES

meéela

MIDWEST ECOLOGICAL LANDSCAPING ASSOCIATION



For advocates of sustainable landscapes, MELA is

the Midwest's leader in the green outdoors movement.

Through MELA,
members can connect, learn and lead

In creating and stewarding sustainable lawns, park S, campuses,
conservation areas and more.

MELA members bring
passion and expertise to every project,

as well as a hands -on approach and commitment to sustainable
design, installation and maintenance standards and practices.



Sponsorship and other Private Funding Needs

To fully support 2012 plans, MELA must raise $40,000 in external support.

Other sources of support for programs are as follows:
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While the following Sponsorship Opportunities Catalog
offers several types and levels of sponsorships,
we invite you, as a sponsor,
to select any level
that fits your capability,
and any project you wish to support.



Sponsorship Opportunities 2012
Annual and Program Sponsorships
MELA offers a variety of Annual and Program Sponsorships in 2012

$10,000 Premier Annual Sponsorship
Our Premier Annual Sponsors at the $10,000 receive the following benefits from their support:

MELA membership

Publicity on the MELA website home page and at each event throughout the year
4 tickets to each of MELA’s major events during the year

The opportunity to speak at MELA events

Participation in MELA’s strategic planning process for the future

$5,000 Annual or Program Sponsorships

Our Premier Annual and Program Sponsors at the $5,000 level receive the following benefits
from their support:

MELA membership

Publicity on the MELA website home page and at each event throughout the year
2 tickets to each of MELA’s major events during the year

The opportunity to speak at MELA events

Participation in program planning and implementation in the area they support

$5,000 Internship Program Sponsor

MELA has designed a unique internship program for FIVE MELA COMPANIES who are
practicing sustainability. This project will assist our participating companies in documenting their
sustainable practices and provide an educational symposium for the interns and the
participating companies. MELA seeks 2-4 sponsors at this level to launch the program in 2012.

Our internship partners, as premier sponsors of this effort, would receive :
MELA membership
Publicity on the MELA website home page and at each event throughout the year
2 tickets to each of MELA’s major events during the year
The opportunity to speak at MELA events
Participation in MELA internship project



$3,500 Annu al Sponsorship
Our Annual Sponsors receive the following benefits for their support:

MELA membership
Publicity on the MELA website home page throughout the year
2 tickets to Annual Conference and 1 ticket to all other events during the year

$2,000 Program Sponsorship

MELA now sponsors a number of programs that offer sustainability education to its members
and connect MELA to the public. In 2012 we offer sponsors the opportunity to support programs
of their choice from the following list:

Support for M ELAOs new Preferred Provider List will provide for development of criteria and
an application process for MELA member companies who wish to qualify for the first-every
Preferred Provider List of Sustainable Companies for the built environment in the Midwest.
MELA has been offered a unique opportunity to develop this list which will come into
immediate use in 2012 through our collaboration with the Liberty Prairie Conservancy
Conservation at Home Program in Lake County.

Support for a demonstration project will provide goods and services to the community garden
we are assisting this year, and transportation, tools, or educational opportunities for our
members to learn about sustainability through that project.

Support for our Sustainability in Action virtual learning and networking community will
provide for a moderator, enhanced technology on the site and sourcing of background
information to support the forum, which we would like to re-launch in 2012.

Support for Member Communication  will provide new technology for the website, including
our new Job Board and our Interactive Calendar.

Support for Collaborative  work with other organizations will provide for an editor for our
newsletter “How Green Gets Done” in the ILCA Contractor Magazine, administrative support for
our work with Neighbor Space, and collaboration with ILCA, ASLA, and others.

Sponsors of MELA programs will receive:
Publicity throughout the year on the project page on the MELA website
The opportunity to participate in the project working group
1 ticket to each MELA event



Event Sponsorships
MELA offers a variety of event sponsorship opportunities in 2012

Annual Conference Sponsorships

As MELA members and friends undoubtedly know, the Annual Conference, held in February
every year, is not to be missed. This is the event that gave MELA its reputation as the go-to
organization on sustainability in the Midwest. We attract leading individuals and companies from
all aspects of the landscaping industry to The University Center in Lake County for this
educational event on February 23, 2012. It's a great way to gain some publicity for your
company and show your support for an important movement!

$1500 Premier Annual Conference Sponsor
Receive top billing at THE sustainability event of the season in Chicago! Sponsors at this level
receive:
Publicity on the MELA website home page, in our newsletter and on all conference
publicity leading up to the event
An opportunity to speak at the Conference
2 tickets to the Conference

$850 Level Annual Conference Sponsor

Sponsors at this level receive:
Publicity on the MELA website home page, in our newsletter and on all conference
publicity leading up to the event
2 tickets to the Conference

$500 Level Annual Conference Sponsor

Sponsors at this level receive:
Publicity on the MELA website home page, in our newsletter and on all conference
publicity leading up to the event
1 free ticket to the event



Educational Event Sponsorships

MELA now offers a wide variety of educational programs to help members learn the how-to of
sustainability. We know that it is important to make these events inexpensive and easy to
attend. Each will need sponsors in order for us to keep them simple and cost effective for
participants.

$500 Educational Event Sponsorship

Receive top billing at an event as our key event sponsor! Benefits at this level include:
Publicity on the MELA website home page, in our newsletter and on all conference
publicity leading up to the event
An opportunity to speak at the event
2 tickets to the event

$250 Educational Event Sponsorship

Sponsorships at this level include:
Publicity on the MELA website home page, in our newsletter and in all conference
publicity leading up to the event
1 free ticket to the event

N

Fall Membership Meeting Sponsorships

In September, MELA holds a Members’ Meeting to inform constituents about upcoming
programs and plans, introduce new board members and officers and provide yet another
educational and networking opportunity for MELA members. We offer several sponsorships for
this event.

$1200 Premier Fall Membership Meeting Sponsorship
Receive top billing at this event as our premier event sponsor! Benefits at this level include:
MELA organizational membership



Publicity on the MELA website home page, in our newsletter and on all conference
publicity leading up to the event

An opportunity to speak at the event

2 tickets to the event

$600 Fall Membership Meeting Sponsorship

Sponsorships at this level include:
Publicity on the MELA website home page, in our newsletter and in all conference
publicity leading up to the event
1 free ticket to the event

Getting Started Sponsorships

For our members who are providing their first sponsorships or those who just want to become
more involved with MELA through a modest sponsorship, here are three special opportunities!

$300 Catering Sponsorship

The biggest cost of our events is catering. We provide the best in locally grown foods whenever
possible and we’re a hungry crowd! Therefore, we do not skimp on the cost of catering. This
sponsorship offers your company the opportunity to help MELA defray the cost of catering at
any event of your choice.

Catering sponsors will receive:
Publicity on the MELA website home page, in our newsletter and in all conference
publicity leading up to the event
and the opportunity to help select the menu!

$200 Program Sponsorship
MELA is proud to present outstanding speakers and programs at every event. If you'd like to be
a part of providing speakers and programs at our events, this is the sponsorship for you!

Program sponsors will receive:
Publicity on the MELA website home page, in our newsletter and in all conference
publicity leading up to the event
and the opportunity to designate your sponsorship to a speaker or program of your
choice at one of our events during 2010



$150 Get Involved Sponsorship

This sponsorship is designed to provide an opportunity for our smaller companies and individual
members who have never been a MELA sponsor. If you want to show your support for MELA,
but have limited resources to get involved, this is the one for you!

Get Involved sponsors will receive:
The opportunity to join the ranks of MELA sponsors
Publicity on event materials and signage at the event sponsored



